


Grade 8 Course Selection 

and Open House
7:00 – 9:00 pm



Keswick High School

Administration

 Principal

Mike Grieve 

 Vice Principals

Stewart Todd 

○ Alpha A - K

Kirsty Irvine

○ Alpha L - Z

Guidance

 Subject Head 

Nicole Wallace

○ Alpha Q - Z

 Counsellors

Sue Daniels 

○ Alpha A - G

Judy Buch

○ Alpha H - P



Learning Goals

Understand the course selection 

process, including timelines and 

available resources

Explore the Career Cruising Course 

Planner



Outline of Presentation

 General Information

 Course Selection Preparation

 Diploma Requirements

 Post-Secondary & Course Pathways

 Career Cruising Course Planner

 Course Selection Timelines & Follow-up

 Student Timetables

 Q & A (group and individual opportunities)



No need to take 

notes…

This entire slide deck 

will be posted on the 

KHS website under 

the Guidance tab.  

Google Keswick 

High School.



KHS General Information
Start Time

 Early start school (August)

 9:10 - 3:05 p.m.

School Year Structure 

 Semestered

 4 classes each semester – 75 minutes each

 40 minute lunch – two periods

 Final exams – January and June

School Population

 900 students currently

 200 incoming grade 9s

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

Principal:  Mr. Mike Grieve
Vice Principals:

Mr. Stewart Todd (A-K) 

Ms. Kirsty Irvine (L-Z)



Course Selection Preparation

Feeder School Visits & Evening Presentation
 November 2017

Grade 8 Course Selection and Open House
 Wednesday,  January 17 from 7:00 - 9 p.m. 

Individual Guidance Appointments Available:
Tuesday,  January 30 and Wednesday, January 31 - between 3:00 – 4:20 p.m. 

 20 minute appointment (in person or by phone)

 To book an appointment, please call Ms. Gowan in Guidance 

at 905-476-0933 ext. 1086

Classroom Instruction
 Grade 8 classroom visits from January 25 - 30, 2018



Classroom Instruction

Thursday, January 25

Friday, January 26

Monday, January 29

Tuesday, January 30

Fairwood P.S.

Lakeside P.S. 

R.L. Graham P.S. 

Jersey P.S. 

Lake Simcoe P.S. 

Watson P.S. 



Ontario Secondary School 

Diploma Requirements

18 
Compulsory 

Credits

12 Optional 
Credits

Successful 
Completion 
of Literacy 

Test

40 Hours of 
Community 
Involvement



Post-secondary Pathways

DESTINATIONS:

Apprenticeship in Skilled Trades

Direct to Work

College

University

Community Living



The Key to Choosing a Pathway

Choose for Success!
 What do my teachers suggest?

 What does my report card say?



Pathway Planning

It is important for students, parents and 
guardians to remember…

 Course and Post-Secondary Pathways are 
changeable and flexible

 Students will have many opportunities to re-
chart their journey as their interests, skills 
and aptitudes develop and mature



Grade 9 Courses 

All grade 9 students will take the

following 8 courses:

 English

 Math

 Science

 Geography

 French *

 Physical & Health Education

 2 optional courses

* FSF 1D1, FSF 1P1, FSF 1O1



COURSE PATHWAY OPTIONS 

Grades 9 & 10

APPLIED ACADEMIC OPEN
LOCALLY 

DEVELOPED



Course Pathways

English

Math

Science

Geography

French

Applied 
or 

Academic

English

Math

Science

Locally 
Developed

Students may choose

all of the same course 

types or a combination 

of some. 



COURSE 

TYPE
ABILITY

CLASS 

MAX
APPROACH

ACADEMIC
Working at or 

above grade level
29

Theoretical and independent 

approach to learning with a 

focus on critical thinking skills

APPLIED
Working at or 

above grade level
22

Step-by-step approach to 

learning using theory and

practical examples.

LOCALLY 

DEVELOPED

(credit-bearing 

courses)

Working below 

grade level in 

Math, English or 

Science 

(i.e. modified 

expectations)

16
Guided approach to learning 

using practical examples and 

concrete objects.

OPEN
Available to all 

students
28

An opportunity to explore an 

area of interest for all students



Making the Choice…

 Select courses in collaboration with grade 8 

teachers and high school guidance 

counsellors

 Students should do an honest self-

assessment, matching their ability with their 

interests and aptitudes

Remember that initial decisions made in grade 8 are not 

necessarily final decisions.  There are many pathways to 

the destination your child dreams of!



ENGLISH

Prerequisite charts like this one can be 

found on the YRDSB website.  They can 

help you track which grade 9 courses lead 

to which grade 12 destination courses



Math Destination
 Math pathways year to year

 Grade 9, 10 Locally Developed, Applied, 

Academic

 Grade 11 Workplace, College, Mixed, 

University

 Grade 12 Workplace, College, University

 students and parents should consider 

skills and understandings as well as 

interests, both current and future when 

choosing a math course.



Grade 9 Academic 
 Students are comfortable exploring 

mathematical ideas with both a hands-

on approach and an abstract approach

 have a good understanding of integers, 

fractions and proportional reasoning

 Well-developed learning skills

 Working on grade 8 material 



Grade 9 Applied 

 Students are more concrete in their thinking 

 learn best in a smaller learning environment 

 require more practice with algebra and 

problem solving skills before taking other 

math courses 

 developing their learning skills

 Working on the grade 8 material

 Taking applied math does NOT close doors 

to University! 



Grade 9 Locally Developed 

 Students  are working on a modified 

program

 Students need to review skills from 

previous grades 

 emerging learning skills

 transferred to Grade 9

 have gaps in their knowledge of 

mathematics



UP Math

 Unlimited Potential (UP) Math is a grade 9 

learning strategies course with an emphasis 

on mathematics

 The course is designed to run in first 

semester to help students build 

confidence, leadership skills, and a 

growth mindset in math



UP Math
 In second year of a pilot program 

 It is for students who would  benefit from 

reinforcement of essential  skills  

 Not a gap or prep filling course

 Students need to be working at the grade 8 level of 

mathematics

 Students would take UP Math semester one and 9P 

math second semester

 Students need to be recommended by their grade 8 

teacher

 Reinforcing  concepts of mathematics along with 

organization skills, perseverance and growth mindset 

towards learning



Math Supports at KHS

 Senior tutors in classes

 Homework club in the library Monday - Thursday

 TVO Homework Help for 7 – 10 

(www.homeworkhelp.ilc.org)

 Free online homework help 5 days a week

 Individual teacher help

 in class, lunch, before or after school

 Student Success math teacher

 After school numeracy programs (Grade 9 and 10)

 Reinforces concepts learned in class and offers extra 

support 



Contact

 Kristie Miller

 kristie.miller@yrdsb.ca

 905-476-0933 x551



OPTIONAL COURSES

Technological
Studies

Exploring 
Technologies

Business 
Studies

Information and 
Communication 
Technology in 

Business

The Arts

Dance

Drama

Music*

Visual Arts

Family 

Studies

Food and 

Nutrition

Learning 

Strategies UP Math

These 

electives are 

all open 

courses.



Course Selection is done online!

Using the Course Planner Feature on the 

Career Cruising  Website



www.yrdsb.ca/schools/keswick.hs

or Google “Keswick High School”

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/keswick.hs


Students must enter 
their Username 
(YORK-123456789)
and Password 
(mmddyyyy) in order 
to log in to the 
website.  

Prior to choosing 
courses you may 
browse through the 
KHS Course Guide



• Students will 

be asked to 

change their 

password –

please write 

it down in a 

safe spot

• Also asked for 

their e-mail 

address

• Agree to 

Terms and 

Conditions 

and Submit



Career Cruising is 

a valuable tool to 

research careers 

and education 

options.  It helps 

to explore your 

interests and build 

your resume!

Find useful links 

for college 

apprenticeship, 

and university. 

To choose courses 

click on the tab 

“Choose My 

Courses”



Features

Call up the 
complete KHS 
Course Guide

Find and add 
courses easily 
by clicking on 
the “+” 
buttons

Track 
achievement 
of diploma 
requirements 
as courses are 
added to plan

Submit courses electronically with the click of a button!



Compulsory 

courses are 

shown in tan

Elective courses 

are shown in 

white

Alternate courses 

are shown in grey 

students must 

choose two



When you 

click on the 

“+” symbol for 

compulsory

courses a 

chart of all 

courses in that 

subject area 

will appear

To add a course click on the course 

code.  



Read course 

description.

Review  flow chart 

for future courses

Submit by pressing 

Add Courses.



To select the 2 

elective/optional

courses and the 2 

alternate courses, 

click on the “+” 

symbol in those 

boxes to obtain a 

pull-down menu by 

“School Discipline”

Use the “Grade 9 Optional/Alternate 

Courses” grouping to see 

elective/optional courses available     

for grade 9 students.



To see a description of 

a course, click on the 

course name. 

Scroll down to see all 

available courses.

Repeat the process 

until all elective and 

alternative boxes have 

been filled from the 

courses on this list.



►This student has 

completed their 

course selections and 

is ready to “Submit”

►A course can be 

deleted by clicking 

on the course code

and selecting the 

“Delete Course” 

button on the pop up 

screen.

►A blue “Warning” dot means there is an Advisor Note for the course

►Hovering the cursor over the dot will give you a text box with an explanation

►Should a red “Issue” dot appear,  the student will not be able to “Submit”



►Clicking on the “Submit” 

button will first produce a 

warning that once 

submitted, the selection 

will be locked in and no 

more changes can take 

place

►If the student agrees, a 

“Course Selection Sign Off 

Sheet” is created and must

be printed at that time

►This form is distinguished 

by its unique bar code 



►You will then 

return to the 

“Course 

Planner” and 

note that locks 

appear in all 

course boxes

►Students can 

feel free to plan 

courses through 

to grade 12

►Only courses for the year highlighted in blue 

are eligible for submission



Two Documents to Submit
REGISTRATION FORM COURSE REQUEST SIGN OFF SHEET



Timelines

Friday, February 2 - KHS Registration 

Form due (and transfer request form if applicable) 

 Registration form: submit to grade 8 teacher

 Transfer form:  submit to Keswick High School
please note that this is a PA Day, so you may want to hand it in on 

Thursday, February 1

 Friday, February 23 - Course selection due 

in Career Cruising and “Course Request Sign 

Off Sheet” due to Grade 8 teacher.



Course Selection Follow-up

Review of Course Selections - ongoing

Course Selection Verification - March/April

Guidance Support - ongoing



For More Information…

Keswick High School
nicole.wallace@yrdsb.ca

905-476-0933 and ask for Guidance
Keswick High School website
www.yrdsb.ca/schools/keswick.hs

Guidance Tab will include this PowerPoint

York Region District School Board www.yrdsb.ca
• Student Page
• Parent Page

For policies programs and curriculum documents:
www.edu.gov.on.ca

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/keswick.hs
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/




Question & Answer

First five minutes – open forum questions 
(questions/answers shared with the group)

After five minutes – one-on-one questions with 
Guidance Counsellors and Administration

Thank you for your time!


